
GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH   4 Madison Avenue, Madison, NJ 07940 

6ÐÌ M E S S E N G E R  
G R A C E  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  June, 2019 

When I was a child, June was a 
magical month, a month of 
wonders. The daylight seemed 
endless, the school days were 
numbered, and stretched ahead 
of me were summer adventures 
and bare feet. When I became a 
mom, I discovered new reasons 
to cherish the month of June. The 
days of packing lunches and 
signing permission slips were 
drawing to a close. The 
backpacks, once so new and 
sleek, now coated in dirt and 
food stains, could soon be tossed 
in the back of the garage and 
ignored. The summer schedule 
promised lazier days with fewer 
responsibilities. Dinner can be 
served whenever! (Or fruit and 
cheese passes for dinner.) The 
stack of novels that pile up all 
winter get tossed into the beach 
bag or brought outside to my 
favorite reading chair, to be 
consumed while my bare feet rest 
in the grass.  

But some of June³s magic isn³t 
quite so fun. When I was a child, I 
used to miss seeing my school 
friends every day, as people tend 
to scatter in the summer months. 
Endings can be hard. Now that I 
am older, I have learned the tasks 
that come with the summer 
months. Weeds need to be 
yanked so the flowers can thrive. 
Flip -flops seem to multiply in my 
house and can be a tripping 

hazard if you³re not careful. Over 
the years I learned that popsicle 
stains are harder to get out of t-
shirts than hot chocolate stains. 
(Who knew?) And without fail, 
the mosquitos come back every 
year.  

Yet June is still a magical month, 
a month of wonders. Graduations 
and celebrations fill our calendars 
with opportunities to stay up late 
and linger outside, gazing at 
Grandmother Moon as she 
adorns the night sky, or basking 
in the sunshine as it brings forth 
new life. Of course not all of it is 
quite so wonderful¸the 
mosquitos are coming back, after 
all. 

Here at Grace in June we will 
listen in wonder as senior 
sermons are preached. We³ll 
watch choristers get new 
responsibilities and acolytes pass 
the torch of leadership. But we 
will also say goodbye to Dr. Elias 
and Fr. Michel, as they head out 
for new adventures of their own, 
Dr. Elias and his family to 
Chicago, and Fr. Michel to his 
well -earned retirement. Farewell 
parties are not as fun as welcome 
parties.  

A writer whose work I admire 
wrote a piece that I ponder this 
time of year, and I find myself 

pondering especially this June, as 
we watch a new summer unfold:  

´My prayer is that your story will 
have involved some leaving and 
some coming home, some 
summer and some winter, some 
roses blooming out like children 
in a play. My hope is your story 
will be about changing, about 
getting something beautiful born 
inside of you, about learning to 
love a woman or a man, about 
learning to love a child, about 
moving yourself around water, 
around mountains, around 
friends, about learning to love 
others more than we love 
ourselves, about learning oneness 
as a way of understanding God. 
We get one story, you and I, and 
one story alone. God has 
established the elements, the 
setting and the climax and the 
resolution. It would be a crime 
not to venture out, wouldn't 
it?µ (Donald Miller, Through 
Painted Deserts: Light, God, and 
Beauty on the Open Road) 

Happy June! Wishing you a 
month of magic and wonders.  

Love, 

 

RECTOR³S M ESSAGE  

The Rev. Susan R. Ironside 
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I know I³ve written before, how 
sometimes, especially ´on 
deadline,µ it is difficult to discern a 
topic to share with the parish for 
newsletter¸followed by the 
struggle to create something 
interesting enough on that topic 
for people to want to read it. That 
is hardly my problem for this, the 
June issue of The Messenger; my 
topic has been laying heavy on my 
heart for some time now. Why? 
Well, as most of you know by now, 
I am preparing to bid you all good -
bye (my last day is June 30th) after 
three-plus years together. 

It is often hard to convey, 
particularly to laypeople (since 
you probably haven³t experienced 
it), what a gift serving in a parish 
can be, especially as I look into 
your faces and place the 
eucharistic bread in your 
outstretched hands. I want to 
thank you for the generosity of 
spirit you³ve shown me, as I was 
suddenly ´dumpedµ on you in the 
midst of both your clergy leaving. 
You³ve given me your time in 
simple things: sharing the 
peculiarities of the church lighting 
system, teaching me how to make 
coffee, educating me in the way of 
Midge Cassidy³s kitchen 
organization, locking and 
unlocking the building, and even 
accepting that I³m a ´hugger.µ 
You³ve given me your grace in 
some not-so-simple things: sharing 
both the joys and the sorrows of 
being fully alive human beings, as 
together we³ve prepared for those 
significant life -changing occasions 

(i.e., baptisms, Confirmations, 
weddings and funerals, and even 
bedside visits). 

For most clergy, we find ourselves 
invited into lives in some strange 
places and strange times. Most 
clergy have seen more people in 
their hospital johnnies, and with 
tubes running into and out of their 
bodies, than anyone except doctors 
and nurses. We³ve seen people 
devastated by grief, as well as 
overcome by joy. We³ve sat and 
talked with people who question 
what life is all about and whether 
or not life is sacred, even as others 
want to debate some obscure 
theological belief they³ve run 
across. 

Oh ¦ and, of course, clergy have 
often pondered what ´churchµ 
would be like, without the people 
and ´their baggage,µ or if 
everyone would just take care of 
themselves, and not try to 
micromanage things, or turn all 
passive-aggressive on us. If people 
would read and study and come to 
understand their church as a 
conglomeration of people with 
various needs and wants, and that 
no one¸not even Jesus Christ 
himself¸could truly be ´all things 
to all people.µ Even St. Paul 
quickly learned that walking on 
water isn³t all it is cut out to be! 

And yet, even in the midst of what 
probably seems like complaints, 
most clergy acknowledge what a 
privilege it is for us to be invited 
into others³ lives, and to share the 
whole gamut of life experiences 

with another living being. One of 
the first things I learned as a 
fledgling chaplain, and often the 
hard way, is the importance of that 
invitation ¸patients simply can³t 
dismiss a doctor, a nurse, or even a 
janitor, they all have unbridled 
access to a patient³s room. But 
chaplains and clergy need to be 
invited.  

Clearly, all of this is probably a lot 
more than you wanted to read or 
even know. But at the heart of all 
these words is the recognition that 
you have invited me to share your 
life. You have made me feel 
welcome. And you have been 
vulnerable with me¸in the hugs, 
and the life experiences shared. 

Like all clergy should do when 
leaving a parish, I will not be able 
to attend church or events at Grace 
for a while. I will not be able to 
attend concerts and gatherings 
where Grace parishioners may 
come together. It doesn³t mean we 
can³t speak if we encounter each 
other in the grocery store or dry 
cleaners or a restaurant. It does 
mean that I will be physically 
absent from you as a ´newµ clergy 
person seeks to know you as I 
have, with the hope they too will 
eventually be invited into the 
whole gamut of life experiences 
you³ve shared with me. 

June 30th is just around the 
corner¸it will be here before we 
know it. So, be assured, you will 
be in my heart and mind and 
prayers¸as I always wish for 
Grace to be all it can be! 

PRIEST  A SSOCIATE³S M ESSAGE  

The Rev. Canon Michel Belt 
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Choir Recognition, June 2 

We promise to dazzle you with 
full choir singing the spiritual Go 
Where I Send Thee; School Choir II 
sings a Bach duet; Daughters of 
Zion sneak in an anthem; and the 
Chapel Choir joins us for an 
Introit with African drums.  

First year choristers get their 
crosses, ribbon colors change by 
years of service. We will thank the 
Duff family who are moving back 
to England, and Joanne will 
provide her music note cookies 

for the last time! Plus Dr. Anne³s 
favorite hymn¸do you know 
what it is? (Hint: George 
Herbert¦) Have you hugged a 
choir member today? 

Pentecost, June 9 

June 9 is both Pentecost (wear 
red!) and Gargoyles Day. We are 
hoping some former Gargoyles 
will join us as we sing a Russian 
piece in the service, and a 
Barbershop offering at coffee 
hour!  

Trinity Sunday, June 16 

Trinity and Father³s Day with 
gorgeous anthem wih Teddy 
Love on oboe.  

Pentecost 2, June 23 

Howells³ gorgeous Like as the Hart 
setting of Psalm 42. We will be 
commissioning the Pilgrimage 
Youth and Chaperones during the 
service. 

Pentecost 3, June 30 

Bruckner³s Locus Iste is an 
appropriate  motet to send off 
Father Michel!  

M USIC  AT  GRACE  

Dr. Anne Matlack  

Saturday, June 8 and Sunday, June 9, at 7:30 pm at Grace Church 

We are so excited about the last concert of Harmonium³s season, A Thousand Beautiful Things 
which features delightful choral works from Palestrina to Annie Lennox, Debussy to 
Bernstein, Eġenvalds³s gorgeous Only in Sleep, and Gjeilo³s Unicornis Captivatur. 

The highlight of this concert is always the premiere performance of the winning 
composition from our annual High School Student Composition Contest. This year's grand 
prize winner is Varun Karry, a freshman(!) from J.P. Stevens High School in Edison, NJ. 
Harmonium will perform his lush setting of My Beloved Spake on a text from the Song of 
Songs. Our second place (tie) includes our own Gargoyle Henry Marinovic (top), and 
honorable mention winner is our own Kimberly Love (bottom). The looks on the faces of the 
student winner and their friends and family when their piece is brought to life by the chorus 
is the best part of the June concert.  

General admission tickets are $25 ($20 for students and seniors). Tickets purchased on or 
before June 7 are discounted to $20. You can also buy tickets to our July 13th Cabaret 
Fundraiser held in Grace Hall. It³s s a really good time!   

Ctclr gldm $ rgaicrq8 uuu,f_pkmlgsk,w_nqmbw,amk 

Choir rehearsals will wind down mid -June, but full choirs will sing 
Sundays through June so that we can celebrate Father Michel³s departure 
on June 30. New singers are always welcome, and once school is over it³s 
a great time for novices (new choristers entering 2nd grade and up) to 
begin training by making an appointment with Dr. Anne.  
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July 15-19, 9:00 am-noon for Kids Pre -K¸5th grade 

This year³s Vacation Bible School theme is POWER UP¸Raise your 
Game!  In video games, a power-up makes you stronger. We can power 
up in our own lives too! It all starts with 
knowing God. That³s where real power comes 
from¸knowing God and living God³s way. At 
VBS this year, we will learn how God gives us 
the power to raise us up!  

During VBS we will do service projects, play 
outdoor games, create cool crafts, 
eat yummy snacks, sing and dance 
to music, and learn stories from 
the Bible. 

Registration is now open  
for both parishioners and non -
members.  Registration forms  

are in Grace Lobby. 

Would you like to sing 

in the choir  

this summer?  
In July and August, choir 
call is at 9:30 am for the 
10:00 am service. All are 
welcome! Soloists and 

instrumentalists,  
speak to Dr. Anne  

for a Sunday  
summer offering slot!  

S U M M E R  F U N 

K I D S 

Vacation Bible School 

Summer Children³s Chapel  

will take place at our outdoor 
chapel beginning June 16 

Parents, remember to drop off 
and sign in your children at the 
playground at the rear of the 
parking lot beginning at 9:50 am 
Sunday mornings. 

Also, please sign up to help 
chaperone Children³s Chapel 
throughout the summer months.  

G I V I N G  T H A N K S 

Rogation  

Sunday 

Blessing of the grounds  

on May 26.  
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On May 4, after a full program year of reading, preparation, 
and class time, nine of our young people were Confirmed by 
Bishop Hughes, right here at Grace Church. These young 
people represent a variety of schools beyond the borders of 
Madison, and have undertaken a variety of opportunities to 
share their God-given gifts with the Parish and beyond. We 
also had two adults confirmed by Bishop Hughes. Please 
welcome these people into the work and ministry of Grace 
Church!   

Avery Elizabeth Benjamin, Shea Sinclair Byam, Luke Roger Deane, Poppy Isabelle Ehrbar, Mark Walker 
Kellstrom, Charles Francis Love, Ian William McSorley, Louise Olgenkaer Nielsen, Doris Margaret Purdy, 
Claire Annalie Waskow, and Elisabeth Mildred Wielandy.  

W O R S H I P 

John and Beverly Wand have been 
pillars of the Grace Church 
Community since 1992. In that 
time they supported the Church 
with endless hours of volunteer 
work supporting of their fellow 
parishioners both as part of 
church programs and personally 
through their kindness and 
generosity.  

John served on the Vestry for two 
full terms and completed an 
additional partial term when the 
church needed his leadership. Our 
community was greatly enriched 
by John³s many passions 
including the Grace Rummage 
Sale, which he led for many years, 
and created a structure for its 
continued operation for years to 
come. He also was the leader of 
our Annual Auction for many 
years, planning and hosting 
wonderful nights of fellowship 
that would raise money for Grace. 
In worship, he faithfully served as 
both a Verger and Lay Reader for 
many years. 

Beverly was always his partner 
and sidekick for the numerous 
volunteer tasks that have so 

enriched the parish. She shares 
John³s passion for outreach and 
community building and invested 
her own time in working as a 
cashier for the rummage sale, or 
making sure the Pancake Supper 
went smoothly, or decorating for 
the auction. Bev is also a lover of 
music, and despite the fact that 
she was an active member of 
numerous other bell choirs, she 
always carved out time to be 
present with us at Grace, 
worshipping with us and serving 
on many outreach projects. 

Recently John and Beverly 
relocated to Boston to be closer to 
their children. When they moved, 
they left behind a detailed 
´Instruction Manualµ for the 
Rummage Sale so we would run it 
without them. We missed them 
that week, but felt supported by 
the example they set for us. They 
also left behind a love for 
community events, and a joy of 
service that has remained even as 
they have moved away from us. 
Their love of God and care for 
Grace Church will continue to 
inspire and nurture us for years to 
come. 

You are invited to the 

Hegg Lifetime 

Achievement Awards 

Ceremony 

 

John and Beverly Wand  will 
be this year³s recipients from 
Grace Church.They will be 
honored on June 9 at the 
Senior Ministries Evensong at 
St. Peter³s Church, 70 Maple 
Avenue, Morristown. 
Reception is at 3:00 pm; 
followed by Evensong  and 
awards at 4:00 pm. Our 
bishop, The Rt. Rev. Carlye 
Hughes will preach. All are 
welcome to come.  

No need to RSVP.  
Carpooling  is encouraged.  

We welcome the Newly Confirmed 
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Rummage Success! 

The Spirit was moving on May 11 th...  
along with wonderfully donated treasures 
which flowed to new homes and provided 
funding for multiple Grace ministries, 
including Outreach.  

Together the 2019 Rummage Sales raised 
nearly $15,000! WOW! This money provides 
funding for our Youth Pilgrimage, our 
Outreach Grants (fun fact: we distribute 
$33,000/year), and many other ministries. 

Special thanks to our 108 Volunteers!! See the bulletin board  
for the list of all our amazing volunteers.  

A special thank you to some of our Rummage Leaders:  
Barbara Hughes, Judy Jurgensen, Paul Lemaire, Laura Lemaire, Jennifer 
McCulloch, Anne Meyer, Dora Monserrate, Kathleen Munter, Missy 
Partridge, Mike Petite, Eleanor Rawitz, & Stacy Wilde.  

Thank you for generously donating your time, talent and  
treasures to Rummage 2019! 

F U N  &  F U N D R A I S I N G 


