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Dear People of Grace, 

Consider this a preview of 
coming attractions. Very soon 
you will start hearing a lot about 
stewardship here at Grace. 
Please resist the urge to change 
the channel as many of us are 
tempted to do when PBS offers a 
tote bag or NPR promises a 
mug. Here³s the thing: 
stewardship is not about 
keeping the lights on (although 
without it, we can³t keep the 
lights on) nor is about becoming 
a better person. It³s about what 
mysterious, wondrous miracle is 
growing right in front of us. Are 
we brave enough to harvest and 
share what has grown around 
us?  

The person who taught me the 
most about stewardship is 
Charles LaFond, priest and 
writer. He often tells this story:  

I remember a summer³s day in 
which I was taking a friend on a 
tour of my farm. She ooed and 
ahhhed over a summer squash 
(which was fabulous!) and 
though my impulse was to 
reach down and pick it for her 
to take home, something inside 
me sputtered, crackled, chilled, 
hissssssed and withdrew. ´I had 
had a poor cropµ a voice in my 
head said. That squash was the 
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only one I could see. So I 
smiled, rather too sweetly, 
and we moved on. She would 
not get my last squash. It was 
mine..myyyyy 
¦.prrecciousssss¦. (My 
inner Smeagol was taking 
over my gentler Gollum.) The 
next day, I was playing with 
my dog Kai and his ball went 
into the garden. In searching 
for it among the squash 
plants, I lifted leaves and 
found six huge squash. More 
than I could possibly eat. I 
had never grown squash so I 
had no idea they might be 
UNDER the low canopy of 
leaves.  
(The Rev. Charles LaFond 
´Love³s Manureµ) 

Fr. LaFond³s theory about us 
humans is that we are not 
greedy people. We are scared 
people. Too scared to stoop to 
look closer. We are people 
who won³t pick what we 
think might be our last 
squash. Only to find when we 
look underneath the leaves, 
that we have more than we 
could ever use on our own.  

In the month of October, we 
can be brave together. We can 
look underneath what is 
growing at our feet, paying 
careful attention, because 
there is more there than we 
usually notice. This month, 
we will learn together that 
giving is grace. And we are 
the people of Grace. And it³s a 
great time to give at Grace! 

Joyfully yours,  
 

Clergy Forums 

Over the next program year 
Mother Susan and Father Asa 
will be leading Sunday Clergy 
Forums following the 10:00 am 
Mass. Mother Susan will be 
teaching once a month about 
our liturgical life together; 
introducing fresh ways of 
thinking about our current 
corporate worship expressions. 
Father Asa will lead a monthly 
discussion on some of the 
ancient spiritual practices that 
can help shape our modern 
lives. He will cover topics such 
as Sabbath, Fasting, Prayer, and 
Pilgrimage. 
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In response to his observation 
that book sales on eastern 
religions were skyrocketing, and 
second only to books on how to 
²get rich quick³ and/or ²succeed 
in business³, Dr Peter Senge (an 
MIT educated scientist and 
author) was asked why he 
thought there was such a surge of 
interest in the ancient eastern 
religions. Dr Senge replied that 
most of those traditions, like 
Buddhism for example, present as 
a way of life or an experience 
whereas western traditions, 
particularly Christianity, have 
focused more on doctrine and 
assent. Dr Senge closed his 
response by saying Christians 
would be well served to 
´rediscover their own faith as a 
way of life, because that³s what 
people are searching for today. 
That³s what they need most.µ 

Over this academic year I am 
excited to facilitate a journey for 
our confirmands in an 
exploration of a way of life that 
helps them to live into the faith 
that they received at their 
baptism. During the academic 
year we will focus on a myriad of 
spiritual practices that help us 
move our beliefs into a way of 
life, rather than an enshrined and 
exacting system of doctrine and 
ritual. It is my hope that when the 
academic year is over these 
confirmands will not only be able 
to confirm their faith as found in 
the Nicene Creed and the rest of 

our Book of Common Prayer, but 
also live more fully into that faith 
as disciples of Jesus Christ, by 
living in their community in a 
manner that proclaims the Good 
News that the Kingdom of God 
has come near. 

During this same time period I 
will also be offering a formation 
series focused on these Christian 
spiritual practices in my monthly 
Clergy Forum. This series is 
designed to allow our community 
to look more deeply into the 
practices the church 
has participated in for 
more than two 
centuries, and relate 
them to our common 
life in this parish. We 
will explore the 
beauty and richness in 
the mystical and 
spiritual foundations 
of our Anglican 
tradition, hopefully 
finding ways we can 
incorporate these 
ancient practices into 
a modern way of life 
that enriches our 
community with 
renewed life. 

Ora et Labora,  

A SSOCIATE  RECTOR³S M ESSAGE  

The Rev. Asa David Coulson 
acoulson@gracemadison.org 
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Photo by Father Asa at The MET Cloisters Museum in NYC 

of a 12
th

 Century Chapter House from Notre-Dame-de-

Pontaut, France. 
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Our ´novicesµ are busy learning how to be in 
choir. You can tell them by their red robes, but 
soon they will finish their training and be 
´promotedµ to full chorister and get their white 
cottas. It³s a particularly fun time as last year³s 
novices who are now experienced singers get to 
be in a leadership position, along with all the 
older kids. The ´mentoringµ aspect of choir is 
one of my favorite parts, and helps us model 
our Christian life together. It is not enough for 
you to be where you need to be if your 
neighbor is still lost!  

Every other year we do a Halloween Concert, 
and this allows us to balance our more serious 
church singing with some silliness. Late last 
Thursday the teen guys (The Gargoyles) got out 
the ´pirateµ box and started literally playing 
with pirate accoutrements as we worked on our 
Halloween pirate songs. Although I usually try 
to stay on a pretty intense rehearsal track, this 
seemed to be just what was needed after a 
stressful first full week of school and we went 
with it happily. I felt like the ´ministry of 
sillinessµ was what was needed at that 
moment! 

The Madison Community has come to look for 
the Halloween concert, but we could always 
use your help publicizing. Please invite friends 
and post the flyers around town. We are joined 
this year by the youngest chorus of The New 
Jersey Youth Chorus, the ´Primo Choro.µ Trust 
me, adults and teens enjoy the concert as well. 
It is at 7:00 pm (barely avoiding HS sports and 
marching band conflicts) and lasts about an 
hour and 15 minutes without intermission. 
Nothing is toooooo scary. 

ALEXANDER  TECHNIQUE  

Every year Harmonium and 
Grace Community Music co -
sponsor some musicianship 
workshops, and this year³s fall 
workshop Sunday, October 13, 
2:00-5:00 pm, brings us an 
Alexander Technique clinician. 
Alexander technique explores 
posture to free the body, breath 
and voice. This workshop is 
applicable to all singers as well 
as actors, public speakers, and 
instrumental performers.  

The advance price: 
$25 adult/$20 students & seniors 
Price at the door: $35 
Order you tickets at: 
www.harmonium.org/events  

Earns three NJ teacher 
professional development hours  

A note from the instructor:  

´I truly believe that there can be no 
greater joy than to sing and speak 
freely and spontaneously. 
Developing a physical understanding 
of breath support helps us to become 
more musical and truthful singers, 
no matter what the style, and more 
engaging and committed speakers. 
Our work together is highly creative 
and intuitive, and I integrate the 
Alexander Technique and the 
groundbreaking breath work of Carl 
Stough to help you find more 
freedom in your body and strength 
and expression in your voice.µ 

Learn more about  
Jean McClelland: 

www.jeanmcclellandvoice.com. 
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Halloween  

CONCERT  

Saturday, October 26, 
7:00 pm 

We do this family -friendly concert 
for the community every other 

year¸so mark your calendars! 
This concert has a large following 
in the community. It³s also a great 
year to join the school choirs and 
start with such fun music! The 
concert is family-friendly (yes, it³s 
a LITTLE  scary¸but more pirates 
and pumpkins than monsters!). As 
well as being joined by members 
of Harmonium, we will also be 
joined by the New Jersey Youth 
Chorus³ younger group,  
Primo Coro.                  ~ Dr. Anne 

M U S I C 

   ATTN CHOIRS:  
Dress rehearsal  
will run during our  
Friday, October 25, 
rehearsaļ until  
7:00 pm. There will  
be a break and food  
for the kids.  

Y O U T H 

 

6th-8th  

Grade  Youth 

Friday, October 25  

7-10 pm  

RSVP to Father Asa 

by Oct. 20  

Cost $15 in advance 

$20 at door  

RSVP to Father Asa via email on or before October 20.  

acoulson@gracemadison.org 
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C H I L D R E N  &  Y O U T H 

Wednesday, October 2 
Pizza Compline, from 5:30·7:00 pm, is our first of the season 
and Fr. Asa³s first ever! At 5:30 pm, we will meet in the 
kitchen to make pizzas. While the pizzas cook, we will do a 
Halloween -related outreach project with the kids. We will 
make Halloween cards for the kids who live in the Homeless 
Solutions shelter. Then we will eat together and at 6:30 pm 
we³ll go into the choir stalls for Compline for Kids¸a short 
evening prayer service. 

Sunday, October 6  
St. Francis Sunday during the 10:00 am service. The Blessing of 

the Animals is always so fun for all the animal lovers!  Kids 
are encouraged to bring a stuffed animal if they don³t have 
a live one to bring.   There will be no  Sunday School that 
day. 

Sunday, October 20 
Hunger Walk 2019 to benefit the Community Soup Kitchen of 
Morristown. This 5k walk through Morristown will start at  
1:30 pm at Church of the Redeemer. This is a parish-wide 
event and a wonderful way for kids to learn about and 
support the Soup Kitchen.  See Tom Honohan for details, or to 
join or support the team.  

Sunday, October 30  Costume Sunday!   
Wear your costume to church!  

Wednesday, November 6   
Pizza Compline from 5:30·7:00 pm  The children will make 
cards to go in the bags of Thanksgiving food that we will 
pack for our neighbors in need. 

Sunday School for all children age 
4-10 years old takes place during 
the 10:00 am worship service. 
Children age 4-7 years old leave 
the nave after The Collect of the 
Day. Children age  
8-10 years old join class after the 
Gospel Proclamation. All the 
Sunday School children will 
return to the nave at the Peace. 

Coming  

Confirmation Nights  
For youth registered to be 
confirmed in 2020, the first two 
sessions will be October 13 and 
November 10 from 5:45-7:30 pm.  

2018 Confirmation Class with Bishop Hughes. 
Photos: Cynthia L. Black 



6 GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH   PHONE  (973) 377-0106 

The  
   M E S S E N G ER  

F U N  &  F U N D R A I S I N G 

Thanks for your support of our Dinner 
Detective event, special kudos to Ruth Deane 
and Randi Albiston for their hard work and 
great ideas!  Please see the Fundraising 
bulletin board for a list of our wonderful 
volunteers and generous donors. 

Mother Susan made an amazing recovery 
(whew!), we had proceeds of nearly $8,500 
and it was a hilarious night of fun and 
fellowship .  ~        Jennifer McCulloch 

Evangeline and Jennifer 

welcome everyone. 

Take a chance a the Wine Pull. 

Investigation ensues. Detective questions witnesses.  

Host of the Dinner Detectives gives instructions on the investigation.  

Dr. Nancy prepares to examine the body of the victim.  
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Bottle Hill Day  

Madison³s Street Fair 

Saturday, October 5 

Celebrate our hometown and 
downtown on Bottle Hill Day on 
October 5. We will have a booth 
with information about Grace! 
This is a wonderful opportunity to 
We still need a couple more people 
to ²staff³ the tent after 2:00 pm, and 
also two or more people to take 
down the tent and pack up 
(between 5:00-6:00 pm). Sign up to 
help in Grace Lobby or e-mail 
parish@gracemadison.org. 

Bella Notte Wine Tasting 

Saturday, November 16 

For just $30, join us for a  

²lovely evening³ of fabulous wines, an 

exciting mini -auction and dancing the 

night away!   

Please contact Jennifer McCulloch at j4galmom@gmail.com or  
(973) 615-3515 if you³d like to help out or donate to the auction. 

P A R I S H  E V E N T S 

Ministry Fair  

On Sunday, September 22, Grace Church held 
its annual Ministry Fair. Volunteers of the many 
ministries supporting Grace Church and the 
wider -community provided displays and 
information to interested parishioners, as well 
as opportunities for newcomers to learn more 
about our faith community.  

Crary Brooks representing North 

Porch Women & Infants³ Center.  

Learn more: northporch.org. Joan Nolan and Judy Honohan invite you to join 

the Women³s Book Group. 

Chris Cullen 

representing the Altar 

Guild ministry. 

Kit Cone, and Acolytes Tina and 

Keira Munter are part of the  

Worship Leader teams.   
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Our Columbarium Turns 40!  

Forty years ago a group of Grace Church 
parishioners, which included the architect and 
the landscape architect for the project, worked 
over a period of three years to design and build 
our columbarium.  It has served us well, but it is 
now in need of a few updates and repairs in its 
40th year. 
Over a period of weeks in October, you will see 
work being done around the interior perimeter 
of the structure, new piping laid to expedite 
drainage, gray stones replacing the red stones 
now in use, and the walkway bluestone replaced 
in areas and leveled.  The grounds will be in 
some disarray for the duration, but we think you 
will agree that the results will be worth it.  

~Judy Jurgensen 

B U I L D I N G S  &  G R O U N D S 

Evensong 

Saturday, November 2, 5:00 pm 

Our Adult Choir will sing a moving Evensong for the Feast of 
All Souls, Saturday, November 2, at 5:00 pm. The full 
necrology will be read while the choir sings Tavener³s 
moving Funeral Ikos. The candlelight service features Preces 
and Responses by Kathryn Rose, Stanford³s Magnificat and 
Nunc Dimittis in B-flat and  
Justorum Animae, and All Saints³ hymns. 

Necrology 

On All Souls³ Day, Saturday, 
November 2, the Necrology 
(names of departed loved ones) 
will be read during 5:00 pm 
Evensong. To have someone 
remembered during the service, 
send the name(s) to the parish 
office at 
parish@gracemadison.org.  

There is also a form available to 
fill in and drop in collection plate 
or to the Office.  

W O R S H I P 

Blessing of the Animals   
Sunday, October 6, 10:00 am 

All are invited to bring their pets (stuffed, 
real, or a photo) to 10:00 am worship on 
St. Francis Sunday, when we remember the 
saint who honored all animals.  

Note: The services held at 8:00 am and 
5:00 pm will be ´pet-free.µ There will not be 
Children³s Chapel or Sunday School that day. 
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I N  T H E  P A R I S H 

 

Women³s Book Group  
Monday, October 21,  

at 7:00 pm in Nieman Annex 

Join the discussion on Just Mercy 
by Bryan Stevenson.  

A powerful true story about the 
potential for mercy to redeem us, 
and a clarion call to fix our broken 
system of justice --- from one of the 
most brilliant and influential 
lawyers of our time  

All are welcome! ~ Joan Nolan 
perchance1@verizon.net 

 
Men³s Book Group  

Tuesday, October 15, at 7:30 pm  

The Men³s Book Group meets on 
the third Tuesday of the month at 
a member³s home. The October 
gathering will center around the 
book The Huntress by Kate Quin. 
All welcome!  

Contact Bruce Rudin with questions: 
brucedora@verizon.net for directions 
or questions.  

Saturday Morning 

Meditation  
Saturdays, 11:30 am 

Please join Francine Ling and 
Mary Lea Crawley every Saturday 
from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm in the 
church library. New and regular 
meditators welcome! We look 
forward to reconvening with our 
old members and any new 
participants who can join us.  

All are welcome, no fee, and no RSVP 
necessary.  Francine Ling 
francineling@yahoo.com 

 

 
Craft Guild  

The Craft Guild meets every 
Tuesday at 7:30 pm in the Library. 

Bring your latest project¸
whatever it may be! Or just join us 
for fellowship and conversation!  

 

Women³s Meditation  

& Centering Prayer  
Wednesdays at 10:15 am 

in the Library 

Weekly sessions for women led by 
Paula Roper, alternating between 
a guided meditation and centering 
prayer. 
 For more information:  
revpaulainterfaith@gmail.com 

Men³s Retreat  
October 4-6 

The Men's Retreat at Stony 
Point Center in Stony Point, 
NY, is next weekend, October 
4-6, and there are plenty of 
spaces available. Whether you 
have ´retreatedµ with us be-
fore or this would be your 
first time, we hope you will 
join us. In addition to the usu-
al fellowship and "time 
away," we will have a hike 
along the Hudson River -- 
weather permitting. Total cost 
for two night³s accommoda-
tions (double occupancy) and 
all meals is $240 per person.  

Please speak with Mike Ling 
or Geoff Brooks as soon as 

possible to secure your spot.   

Mindfulness  

for Adults  

Second Monday of the month,  
7:00 pm in the Senior High Room 

Join us for a group practice of 
Mindfulness Based Stress 
Reduction (MBSR). Anyone who is 
interested is welcome to attend 
and there is no charge. I am a 
licensed clinical psychologist with 
a extensive of training in MBSR. 
Contact me with any questions: 
evelyncallahan1@icloud.com. Evelyn 
Callahan  
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Lend a Hand  

Every other month, Grace 
volunteers provide food and staff 
the Community Soup Kitchen at 
Redeemer Church in Morristown.  
Our next ´Grace Dayµ is 
Tuesday, October 15, from 
11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  

Are you able to help serve lunch? 
Sign up on the sheet in Grace 
Lobby to volunteer that day, or 
sign up to provide food. If you 
have questions, or are interested 
in becoming certified for food 
preparation, contact Kirk Nixon: 
kirknixon1103@gmail.com.  

O U T R E A C H P O T L U C K 

First Friday  

Our First Friday potluck and 
presentation on the first Friday of 
the month starts at 6:15 pm. Bring 
a dish to share!  Presentation starts 
at 7:00 pm. Join us for a casual 
dinner, just the presentation, or 
both! 

October 4: 
Ruth & Philip Deane ¸ 

South Africa  

This month, Ruth and Philip 
Deane will share their family³s 
experience in South Africa. They 
will offer a brief overview of the 
country³s history and will talk 
about their experiences growing 
up there during Apartheid and the 
transition to democracy. They will 
offer a ´road tripµ through the 
country and share some of their 
favorite places and why it is still 
´home.µ Come enjoy a meal 
together and get to know a little 
about South Africa. 
 
 

 
November 1: 
Father Asa:  

Facts or Fiction? 

2019 Hunger Walk  

Grace Church will have a team of walkers at the  
Hunger Walk to raise funds for the Community Soup Kitchen in 
Morristown. We will kick off the walk at 36 South Street (on the side of 
Church of the Redeemer) on Sunday, October 20, at 1:00 pm.  

This is an annual fundraiser for the  Community Soup Kitchen with 
over 1,000 walkers. All funds go directly to the Community Soup 
Kitchen³s many services that address local hunger and poverty. 

Please join uş register to be a walker with the Grace Episcopal 
Church Team, or make a contribution at: cskmorristown.org. The walk 
is family - and pet-friendly.  

It³s a great way for kids and adults to show their support for the Soup 
Kitchen. Sign up in Grace Lobby.   
 Tom Honohan  (973) 936-2459 

 
Amazon Smile  

Our parish passionately 
supports many outreach 
ministries, knowing that we 
experience God³s presence 
through our neighbors. With 
our ministry partners, it is our 
honor to help those in need. In 
addition to the original 
method of picking up an item 
or two on your weekly 
grocery trip, Amazon 
shoppers can now order items 
online and have them shipped 
directly  to Grace Church. 
Please consider shopping for 
items in high demand through 
the AmazonSmile - we are 
listed as Grace Episcopal 
Church, Madison, NJ.  

To shop, please sign in  
to your Amazon account,  

then click this link:  
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/
charitylist/ls/2TZJKLJ4VCPX1/

ref=smi_cl_bc_lls0_ls0  

? 


